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SUMMARY – Report of the Advisory Committee on  

Long Term Care Services and Supports for Older Pennsylvanians 

 

House Resolution 255 of 2013 directed the Joint State Government Commission to form an 

advisory committee to study, and make recommendations on, the delivery system of long term 

care services and supports for independent and care-dependent older adults within the 

Commonwealth. The report includes a review of the current infrastructure providing services and 

supports to the aging population; consumer and family access to, and navigation of the long term 

care system; identification of barriers; and system finance and payment for services. 

 

The advisory committee held informational sessions to determine how the Commonwealth 

is currently meeting the needs of older Pennsylvanians, and how it is positioned to meet those 

needs in the future as demand for services continues to increase due to the aging population. Those 

sessions were held around the state to collect feedback from consumers, family caregivers, local 

providers, and other stakeholders.  

 

Findings: 

Pennsylvania’s population is rapidly aging, and will continue to age through the first half 

of the 21st Century. The oldest of the baby boomer generation began turning age 65 in 2011, and 

as they age and live longer, more supports and services will be needed to provide consumers and 

their families, statewide, with a range of options to meet the growing need. Most consumers do not 

plan for long term care, and many individuals and families are unaware of where to turn for help 

during times of need. When they encounter the long term care system, consumers struggle with its 

loose coordination, inconsistent communication, fragmented delivery, limited availability of 

services and supports, and siloed funding streams. 

 

Recommendations: 

Opportunities exist to improve system structure and organization, reduce barriers, and 

break down silos that characterize service delivery and payment. Better care transitions and 

improved coordination of service providers are also crucial, along with increased support for 

family caregivers. Focused information and awareness for consumers and families helps ensure 

they know where to turn when a crisis hits, which is often their first exposure to long term care. 

Expanding access to services and supports, through a tiered system that shares costs, will help 

improve quality and increase accountability. Enhancements to local resources, including Area 

Agency on Aging networks, will focus services and advance more equal community, facility, and 

home care options. These reforms will help ensure access to long term care for all Pennsylvania 

seniors, and prevent those who need assistance but don’t qualify for supports, from falling 

between the cracks. 

 

The full report is available on our website: http://jsg.legis.state.pa.us/. 

 


